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President’s Message
by Dosothy Prowell

Several interesting, positive things
hoppened with BRAS in April and
Moy, BRAS received the President's
Aoward from the Louisiana Omitho-
logical Society (see full write-up on
page 3). | attended myy first LOS
mezhing on Saturday, Apnl 26%, fo
sccept the award. 18 was one of those

greal spnng birdemg davs wiath mi-

grants everywhere. Harmmett Pooler,
myself, and & new birder on the scene, Claudin Husseneder, spent

Saturday night ai our sanctunry manager's bunkhouse and hod a presi
timee om Sunday birding from Lighthouse Bd, o Rutherford Woods
chasing an efusive backbilled euckoo for Harmen's life hist. Instead, |
gol o hifer, the Rutherford woods barn owl. What! Surprised 1 even
have a life list? Most of you don't know me as a birder but 1 spent the
farut half of my adult life birding every chance | got acmss most of the
LISA and many other countries. 1 could have swom 1'd seen that owl
before.  The 24 hour birdathon by the LSU Museumn and the LOS
official count on Saturday night ended up with almost the same
numbers, 211 and 212, a new record for the LSU group. An unforu-
nate side-effect of the traffic at Peveto Woods was near-overflowing
port-a-potises (1 took people’s word for it), Sorry, we are having some
communicabion problems with Wasie Management. Thanks LOS for
the award and the excuse to go birding.

While 1'm on the sanciuary lopac, another exciting accomplishmend is
THE NEW 51GHN. | had been meaning to do that as sancouary chair
several years apgo and it kept falling off my mdar. Victoria pot it done
in her first year a sanctuary chair. What a feat! Thanks Victoria! It's
a great looking sign, one you can't miss seeing from the highway. A
phota of it appeared in the Cameron paper.
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June T Jones Staie Forest Field Trip
(T11.681.8433 or |
v, HoustonNatureCenter.org b

June 14 Saturday Freld Tnp to |
Whiskey Bay Road in the Atchafalnya
Hasin

June 19 - Z1 Awareness of Coastal |

Hubitad, biad Island. Texas Stale

Marine Education Center and F
Mawmgordn [sland (713681 8433 ar
wiww HoustonMatwreCenter.ong)

July 26 Coasinl Habitats Field Trp
(Housion ).

September 6 Xtreme Humminghird
Xtravaganen, Gull Coast Bird
Observatory Sanctuary (Lake Jackson,
Texas). i
Oetober 9 Pot Luck / Nature Arn Sale |
(location 10 be announced). '1

Thanks! (and Happy Birthduy)
to Gloria MeKinnon for the
contribution o her name o Peveto

Woods Sanctuary.

—
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President’s Message

coufirurd from Pape |

BRAS hosted the reception on Louisi-
ann Cosstal Restoration and Related
[stizes wath NAS and Orleans Auduban
on May 8% in Mew Orlenns. 11 was
held at Metainie Park Country Day
School which was unlike any school |
ever aftefided. 'nm :.:Itml.l_' Was
impressive and the food meredible
I'm not sure if it was Emily Byram
(MAS) or John Moron who aranged
the catering but if was a special treat
Even our gourmet board member,
Mark Skinmer, was impressed. Glenn
Dison talked about the cumrent vision
and action plan for NAS. Len Bahr
represented Governor Foster s office
and gave o presentation on the curment
status and causes of coastal land loss
and ended with potential solutions.
Mark [Dravis, Direclor of the Coalition
to Restore Coastal Loulsiana, gave a
hearifelt plea for political spproval and
funding of efforts cutlined by Len

The question and angwer sEdRI0n WS
particularly enjoyable, entemaining,
and educationnl. 'We'ne lucky to have
sich commitied people working on our
behalf 1o save the coast. | was con-
vinced that momentum s building for
the Lower Mississippi to receive the
national altention it warrams and for
the Lowisiana coast o hecome a
mational focus, | left the reception
feeling like we succeeded in bringing
some mportant groups together and in
educating others. Owr male as inds-
viduals and an organization is to
suppon candidates for public office
that make coastal restoration a priority
i thewr campatgn, 1 you care pboul
birds, you know that most of the birds
in our state are found in the coastal
Tonic

Chir first year with the cument officers
15 coming to a close and most of us
were reelected for o second term. |
think we've acoomplished a great deal
this year. | sppreciate the help 1've
received from the board and suppon
from our members, Hang wath us as
we fhiead mto another exciting, proac-
tive, productive year,

Conservation Report sy muk skinner

Folks, remember you can leamn
aboul conservation issues
throwgh Audubon Advisory, 8
biweekly publication that
summarizes important bard
CORnSCTVaLion issucs, You can
receive & copy in your email or
reguler mail by calling 1-800-
B30-2621 or emailing io

Audubon Advisory makes
participation in conservation
advocacy easy, so please have &
look. You alse might want 1o
consult the web at hitp.f

www.capilolconnect com/
audubon! for updates and
informaton on other conserva-
tion issues and how you can
help. You can also sign up for Audubon Advisory at this wehste.

Conservaion chair Mok Stimaer

Us Fish & Wildlife Service Promotes Killing Migratory Cormorants

The LS. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) has proposed new reguls-
tions to allow the unlimited slaughter of Double-erested Cormorants
{Phalacrocoray mirinis). Unforunsiely the comment period for this
proposal ends May 16%, 0 all we can do is hope that USFSW-—the
federsl agency responsible for protecting wildlife and plants—reverses i3
pasition,

The USFWS proposal would allow the killing of an unlimited number of
Double-crested Carmorants withou! a permil in 24 states when it is
belicved the birds are responsible for declines in fish populations—
withoul requiring any scientific evidence! This proposal completely
disrepards and ignores any other reasons for the declines, specifically
development and other human impacts. In fact, available scientific
evidence clearly indicates that cormorunis have no impact on commercial
fisheries and Litle impact o
sport fisherics, Currently, the
USFWS requires permits for any
take of cormorants except in
aquaculture facilities in |3 states
where cormorants can be thot
without permmits, The FWS now
conducts its own preliminary
scientific review before Bsuing
permits outside of the aquacul-
tuire facilities. This is a sound
scienfific process that should not
change!




Lacassine Pool Trip vy soseph p Kiciman

Om the 22nd of March, Harriett Pooler and | led & field trip to the rice
fields and eventually to Lacassine Pool. Our plan was to end at Lacassine
lnte in the afiernoon end stay until dusk o waich the evening flight of
binds, Lacassine Pool ot dusk can be very impressive.

Dhur first stop was the the erstwhile Vincent Refuge, still a good stop for
waterfowl, wading birds, and shorebirds. A pair of Wilson's Phalaropes
was either early of they overwiniered somewhere in the aren. Other
interesting sightings in the area included good numbers of both yellowlegs,
Long-billed Dowitcher, and Black-bellied Plover, We were also lucky in
finding o Gull-billed Tern, o species of concern but & regular winter
resident in the ncefields.

We hirded our way to Lacassine Pool, armiving late m the aflemoon. Along
the way we saw many of the expected hirds of the rice fields; shorebinds,
herons, egrets, pood numbers of White-faced Ihis, waterfow| such a
Fulvous Whistling-Duck, and raptors such as Red-tailed Howk, American
Kestrel, and Morthern Harmier.

As we armived ot Lacassine Pool, we were greeted by a light shower that
soon ended but gave o bomus later. We found the expected coots and
common Moorhens along with returning Eastern Kingbirds and Bam
swallows. Omne of the species we hoped o find was American Bittern and
we did see two flymg off in the marsh. An unexpected find was the
sighting of a Sora in the open for quite o few minutes, enough time for the
photographers with us 1o get some good pictures. While we walched the
Sora, an Anhinga landed about 30 yards away and spread out its wings o
dry, another good photo-op,

We continued on sround Lacassine Pool. At the exstemn edpe of the drive,
we came upon several nesis of Great Blue Herons, on one of which we
could see two voung. As we were looking at the nests and the Neotropic
Cormorants, we got that bonus | mentioned earlier. We saw two rainbows,
one of which extended from horizon to horigon. Along with this, we had a
wvery interesting, beautiful sunset, a great way to end a good birding day.

BRAS Receives LOS

President’s Award

by Dorothy Prowell

On April 26, 2003 at the spring
mieeting of the Lowsiana Omitholog-
cal Society, Marnty Guidry presented
Dorothy Prowel]l with the President's
Award. BRAS was given Lowry's book , Birds of Louisians, and a plaque
with the following commems. “The LOS recognizes and honors BRAS for
being o leader in wildlife and habitat conservation throughow! Louisisns wnd
the LS. In the 1980s BRAS established the first chenier sanctuary in the
world to protect some of the last remnants of this enitical habitat on the
Louisiana Gulf Coast. BRAS continually improves the Peveto Woods
Sanctuaries by land acquisition, planting native chenier vegetation and
removing non-native species. By opening this unigque habitat to the public,
BRAS not only allows wildlife enthusiasts to enjoy it, but slso educates the
public on the value of Louisiana's cheniers and the special role that they play
in the life cycle of migratory birds and butterflies.” We were thrilled 1o
receive the award, Thanks LOS!
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The Barred Owl

is published bi-monthly by the Baton
Rouge chapier of the NAS. Submis-
wions should be received by:
January 15 for the Feb/Muarch issue
March 15 for the AprilMay issue
May 15 for the June/July issue
July 15 for the August/September issue
September 15 for the Oct/Nov 1ssue
Movember 15 for the Dec/lan msue.
Submissions may be senf via c-mail io
bayles rigbellsouth.met or muiled to:
Editor, Barred Owi
Raton Rouge Andubon Society
P.0b. Box RI525
Baton Rouge, LA T0ER4-1515

Changes of address and other official

correspandence dhould be sent 1o the
ling add ) ok
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HELP DESIRED FOR BLUEBONNET SWAMP BIRD WALKS
Bluchonnet Swamp needs our help with their beginner bird walks. On the first Saturday of each month, TAM 10 9AM.,
interested new birders are guided through the swamp and taught to recognize our local birds and migrants. The Park
provides a guide and BRAS helps out by providing the bird expert. Please help us out with this if you can. It's a great
oppartunity 1o hove an impact on a budding naturalist's life. The schedule for the rest of the year is:

June 7 - Dorothy Prowell, July 5 - Doris Falkenheiner, August 2 - |Open], September 6® - [Open|, Ociober 4* -
blark Skinner, Movember 1°- Donna LoFleur, December 6 - Harmett Pooler,

Call or email Dorothy at 923-1070 or dprowedElsu.edy if you want 1o lead o walk. THANKS!
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