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President’s MESSEEE by Dorothy Prowell Calendar
I've been using this column to update our members on what's been i

: April 4 - & Audubon C Bird
going on in BRAS, Things have slowed down a bit due to health F._E;- i e A
issues on my part but we're back on track again, The board retreat to | % 5
discuss goals and directions for BRAS wiall ]“pprn in May. We'ne | :ﬁ;:lu‘h}'T.ﬁi:;irF:::siTti :3';:::] I
putting some of our spring energy inlo working on our showcase, the | April 10 BRAS BoardMembership |

Peveto Woods Sanciuary {see Vicioria's Sunctuary Report), 'Tis the
seison o be birding down there. Om the bookkeeping front, 1"ve
updsted ond culled the membership database 1o reflect curenl MAS
and BRAS members 1o increase efficiency. Our membership is m
obout 600 now.  The website is always being updated so check it out
There are some nice photos from our sanctuary workday. 1"'m still
working on o couple of property options with Richard Martin and
Melwyn Mclnnis af the Louisiana Mature Conservancy, We expect the

house). Agenda includes voting on
new board members

April 10 - 12 Southwest Louisiana
Migration Sensation

.ﬁ.pl‘“ 10 = 13 The Great Louisiznn |
Hird Fest i
April 11 - 13 Grand lsle Migmtory e

Meeting (7 p.m. at Dorothy Prowell's ’
I

ozl deals o come through in the aext couple of months. They will - w il
result in protection of many hundreds of acres in the Baton HII.I.IEI:- i"d Calsbration i i
area and on our cotst. pril 1.5 - 27 Lowisiana Ormithol ogi-

cal Society (LOS) Spring Meeting
A big event for Louisiana Audubon Chapters is coming up in Moy, May B Coastal restoration reception
BRAS and Orleans Audubon have been working with National (sce page 1)
Audubon on Louisiana coastal issues since the Audubon Coostal May 18 BRAS Board Member retreat
Wetlands Committee was formed in January 2003. We have sched- n D“'_“:'mf‘ Prowell's cabin in 5t. i
uled u reception for May 8 {see details on page 2) for several Francizville from 9:30 pm. uatil |
purposes. Fipst, we want io increase awareness of the threats to our p.m. (this is being held in lieu of
Louisiana coastline. Second, we want publicize the latest plans for May's '"‘]'“h’!" ':":'“:Td meeting) J
restoring the coast, After talking with Len Bahr and Karen Gautreaux May 14 Saturday Field Trip to Lake
from Governor Foster's office, | was impressed by the momentum and Martin Rookery
energy going into coastal restorution since | last checked in. Lastly, June 12 BRAS h':'"d meeiing st '
we winled 10 make public Audubon's interest in protecting the coast Dorothy Prowell’s hﬂ'—“‘ [?:31] p.m.}
by publicizing our position on it as it relates 10 binds, our primary J“_'—' 14 Saturday Field Trp to
targets. We have invited Audubon members as well as other environ- Whiskey Bay Road in the ]
mentally oniented groups and interested parties. The gathering will be Atchafalays Basn ‘
informal, informative, and interesting. Please join us! (11 you'd like o October 9 Pot Luck / Nature Art Sale
car pool down there, send one of us an email or call] (location to be announced).
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Audubon Reception on Restoring Louisiana® Coast

Please poin Audubon, the Governor's office, policy makers and friends of conservation for this free reception and discus-
sion of Audubon issues, with a special focus on Loutsiana’s plan to restore our disappeanng coasthine. The event will be
held on Thursday, May B at 6:00PM, at Metaine Park Country Day School, 300 Park Road, Metaine, La. For more
information and directions, call Avdubon’s toll free number ot 1-B00-659-2622 or email pudubenaction@audubon.org.

Nominations for Officers

We will be voting on new officers and board members at our April meeting which will be a joint meeting of the board and

membership (see Calendar). The entire slate of officers for this year was nominated for the coming year. Open positions
include:

Programs
Audubon Adveniures
Birdathen Coordinator
Electronic Communications
Bird Seed Sales
3 Board Member at Large Posations

If you are interested in o position or know someone you would kike 1o nominate, please give me a call (923-1070) or send
an email (dproweilsuedu) We would love to have some new faces and some cheices for our voting.

Southwest Regional NAS Board Member Elections

There are two candidates for our SW Repion’s board position, Roben A, Thomas {nomimated by Orieans Audubon) and

John A. Whittle (nominated by Golden Trangle Audubon in Texss).

Bob Thomas spoke with the board at our March

meeting. He currently holds the Loyola Endowed Chair in Environmental Communications 8t Loyola University, Many ol
you may know him from his many years as Director of the Loumsiann Noture Center, which he founded. 1T elected Bob

woukd promote coastal envirsnmenal
issues, help start the Lowisiana siate
office, lend expertise o Audubon
programs in Latin Amencas, and
support development of o mare
supportive network for Audubon
nature centers.  John Whattle is o
chemistry faculty member st Lamar
University in Beaumont, TX. John is
concermed with Chapien™AS relabion-
ships. He feels that MAS needs to
repair its relationship with Audubon
chaplers by providing for significant
chapter and other grassroots inpul into
policy formation, In short, NAS needs
to behave as the membership organiza-
tion that 11 is.

Conservation Report vy muk skianes

Folks, remember vou can leam about conservation issues through Audubon
Advisory, n biweekly publication thal summarizes important hird conservation
issues, You can réceéive 3 copy in your email or regular mail by calling 1-800-
659-2622 or emuling to pugdubomactiopidaudubon.ong. Audubon Advisory
makes participation in conservation advocacy easy, 40 please huve a look. You
also might want 1o consult the web at hitpy/fwwow,capitolconnect comiauduban’
for updates and information on other conservation issues and how you can
help. You can also sign up for Audubon Advisory o this website.

Elmer’s Island Is For The Birds

Elmer's Island is a diverse beachfront just across Caminada Pass from Grand
Iske in Jefferson Parish. For many years it has been open 1o the public but the
recend tragic death of Dr. Jay Elmer closed Elmer’s and i1 15 now for sale,

see “Comservation™ on pape §




Cuﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂn M (contimued from page 25

What's different about Elmer's? For one thing, sand. Most of southeastern
Lowisiana had muddy beachfronts but old, eroded vanguards of the Mississipp
River such as the Chandaleur Island chain in Breton Sound and the Timbalier
Islands to the west of Elmer’s have generally lost their silt and are now sandy
barrier islands or beaches. In fact, before it was closed, Eimer's was probably
the longest stretch of sandy beach with public vehicle access in southeastern
LA, Behind that sand is 2 strand of interesting native plants, then bayous and
salt marsh dominated by smooth cordgrass (Spartina alterniffora). Open bays
offer variety, and clumps of wax myrle (Myrica cereifera) hide birds, rac-
coons, and coyotes. The tattered remnant of Chenier Caminda, mercilessly
destroyed by the great hurmicane of 1893 —the second deadbiest in US his-
tory—meanders across the horizon to the norh.

Why do we care what happens to Elmer’s Island? Mostly because it is 1700

mcres of great fishing and camping and it's packed with birds. Rookeries teem
with waders of all types. At dawn the night shift comes to roost as the Black-
crowned Night-Herons croak their way back to the myrile stands, and the day

shift of Great Blue and Tricolor Herons, Common, Snowy, and Reddish Egrets,

and White Ibis drift forth by the dozens to the marsh and sand flats. In the
evening the commuters cross each other again on the rebound, the ibis back
from & day of eating delicious snails in the small cordgmss (Spartima parens)
flats, the night herons off 1o skulk through the marsh for o crab and fish dinper.
Both species of bitterns stalk the marsh, where Clapper Rails are common and
their nasal clanking ubiguitous. White and Brown Pelicans rule overhead, and
in the spring and fall beaches and sand flats are overrun with sandpipers,
cuflews, godwits, plovers, and oysicreatchers, and sometimes even the endan-
gered Piping Plover. Caspian, Roval, Sandwich, Black, Forster’s, Least, and
Common Temns are everywhere. Look hasd and you'll see ospreys, and in the
summertime crane your neck for juvenile Magnificent Frignte Birds, often
cruising so high they are mere pinpricks. Skimmers not only skim but they
nest, as do Wilson's Plover and the endangered Least Tern In the winter find
the mre Snowy Plover on the beach with Willets and perhaps a flight of
spoonbills Nashing their way to another musddy bar where their weind ahle
manners will once again be on display. Elmer's Island truly is for the hinds,

The BRAS board has gent a letter supporting the acquisition of Elmer’s Island
by the State of Louisians, and we unge you to contact Governor Foster 1o add
your voice to the chorus. The Govemnor supports prolecting Elmer’s but has
et to identify state funds—estimated a1 4-6 million dollars—to complete the
sale. Meanwhile it remaing on the block and some parts have alrendy been
sold for beachfront development. If this continues public access will be
cunailed or eliminated, and precious habitat will be destroyed for condomini-
ums and beach houses. Please pet involved! More information, a sample
reaolution, end a sample letter 1o legislators (from kids) is available from
www elmersigland.org.  Or visit the BRAS website Conservation comer for
another sample letter better suited 1o adults (1 hope!). Or write your own letter:

The Honorable Murphy J. Foster
Crovemner of Louisiana

PO, Box S4004

Baton Houge, LA TOS0:4

Please also write to your district representative and senator. You can find
contact information for all your state and federal legislators ot hitp.//

legi i) ByAddress.

Atchafalaya Basin
Field Trip Report
by Al Troy

Dhespite a gloomy moming and the
certain prospect of heavy rain at some
point during the trip, 30 die<hards still
showed up on Saturday, February 15,
2003, to bird at Sherburme WMA's
South Farm Complex, roughly 1.5
miles north of the I-10 Ramah exit in

the Atchafulaya Basin.

Anonymous (LABA) of Lafayere.
Members of the Siema Club,
Terrebonne Hird Club, Loumsisna
Hiking Club {LHC), and the Louisiana
Denithological Society (LOZ) also
participated. There was a good bit of
cross-membership

member Al Tray, hosts for the event
were the LA Department of Wildlife &
Fisherics (LDWF) Sherburme WMA
Manager Tony Vidrine and US Army
Corps of Engineers Park Rangers Dave
Fisher and Dan Sammon, Don
Thibodeaux of LHC, Dennis
Demcheck of BRAS, and Jay Huner of
LABA assteted a5 guides. As it turned

see “Basin Freld Trp™ an page -




Sanctuary Report by vicioris Mosciey Bayless

spnng s st ammiving at Pevelo Woods and migration is underway! We had a
work day (in the rain) on Sunday March 16, Ron and |, Hamiet Pooler, and
Daorothy Frowell from Baton Rouge, along with William Evans from Lake
Charles, cut back honeysuckle vines and did some trail maintenance until the
rain finally became too much for us and we packed it in, Thanks guys for
sticking it out for as long as you did' There were guite a few brds in the trees
and | was able to make out & black and white warbler through the min drops
bt not much else. [ confess 1o nol petling my binoculars oit, | was trying o
focus on the clippers in my hand

Al Heath continues to mamtasn the trails well and has done a great job with
building & small dam 1o try and keep our little pond with a satisfactory Jevel
of water, OF course all this min helps with that, but it sure makes the trails
wel. IF you go down for a visit, be sure to bring your boots

Work on the signs is progressing nicely, We contracted with Sign- a — Rama
1o build our highway sign. Josh Milion did an swesome job of taking our
ideas for a sign and turning them into o work of art (see below). The =and-
blasted SLEM W il nod retnin the detat] but ot will stall be quite beautiful. We are
hoping if will be finished and installed before the end of April. The interpre-
tive panel i gong slow because | am still trying 1o detérmine what things we
Wil o emphasize, elc. But when it is finished it 100 wall be fantastic

Thanks are in order for all of you who put donations in the donation box ot the
sanchuary. ‘We appreciate your support. If anyone is interested in helping with
trail mmintenance or any other aspect of Sanchary management please contact
me ot vmpselefisuedy or 125-757-176%. Hope you all enjoy the upooming
Spring migrntion,

PEVETO
WOODS
SANCTUARY

Baton Rouwge Audubon Soc ||_|‘_1,.

Basin Field Trip o)

out we pot in about twe hours of
birding before the downpour began,
and the trip had o be cut shorm.

Without the assistance of our hosts
shuntling us to and from the interior of |
south Farm, it 15 unlikely we could
have gotten amy birdimg in st all. They
could not have been more pocommo-

dating.

Tony gave a shor 1alk on the history
of South Furm before we started
birding. His revelation that South
Farm was under 10 feel of water
during the 1993 flood made us realize
that few, if any, “permansm” struc-
tures ure likely 1o be built in the
floodwny and was it sober reminder
that the primary mission of the
Michafalays Basin Floodway Syeiem
{ABFS) & flood control with recre-
ation as lngniappe.

The Corps scquired South and North
Farms in 1989 H:Iih:gl.n reforestanon
in 1993 (North Farm is a smaller tract
about & mile north of South Farm and
is not accessible to the public). Both
Farmas lie wathin LDWTs Sherbume
WhiA and are managed by LDWF,
Wetland restoration a1 North Farm was
completed in 1995 and at South Farm
in 1956, Water level control structures
are used 1o draw down the ponds in
July resulfing in exposed mud flats
that aftract huge numbers of wading
birds, i is not wesusl (o see o
thousand Wood Storks up cloge in July
and Aupust. In the winter South Farm
is host to wintering waterfowl, but this
year ns elsewhere in South LA, these
birds, especially ducks, were scarce,
and we didn'i see very many.

Because the group was so large, it was
split into three smaller groups that
were supposed to cover three sepasate
arens ut different times. Each group
had at least one spotting scope.
However, each group was able to
cover only one arca before the rins
came sbout noon. Nevertheless, o

Basin Field Trip" on poge §



Basin Field Trip o fum pose 0

combined total of 57 species were seen by all three groups, Group &1 led by
Jay Huner (LABA) saw 55 species, Ciroup 82 led by Al Troy saw 36 species,
ind Group #3 led by Don Thibodeaus (LHC) and Denms Demeheck saw 24
species, Group #1 probably saw more species because Jay began barding an
hour or so before the rest of us, Group #3 saw the least because their arca wis
the smallest, but they were the closest to the covered bam and didn't get
soaked.

BIRD LIST: BRASLABA Field Trip Saturday, February 15, 2003

1. Double-crested Cormorant 30, House Wren

2. Anhinga il Marsh Wren

3. Great Blue Heron 12, Golden-crowned Kinglet
4. Grent Egret 13, Ruby-crowned Kinglet
3. White Ibis 3. Blug-gray Gnatcaicher
6, Turkey Vulture 15, Eastern Bluehird

7. Wood Duck 36 American Robin

8. Hooded Merganser (cripple) 37. Nonhern Mockingbird
%, Red-tmiled Hawk 34. European Starling (Ramah)
10. Killdeer 39. American Pipit

1, Greater Yellowlegs 4. Orange-crowned Warbler
12, Lesser Yellowleps 41. Yellow-rumped Warbler
I3, Wilson's Snipe 41, Pine Warhler

14, Mouming Dove 43. Palm Warbler

15, Belted Kingfisher 44, Common Yellowthroat
16. Red-bellied Woodpecker 45. Eastern Towhee

17, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 46. Vesper Sparmow

1. Downy Woodpecker 47, Song Sparmow

19, MNorthern Flicker 48 Swamp Sparrow

20. Pileated Woodpecker 49, White-throated Sparrow
11. Eastern Phoche 50. White-crowmed Sparrow
i1, Bluc Jay 51. Morthern Cardinal

23, Amenican Crow 52, Red-winged Blackhbird
24, Fish Crow 53, Eastern Meadowlark

23, Purple Martin 54, Common Grackle

26. Tree Swallow 55. Brown-headed Cowbird
27, Carolina Chickades 56 Amencan Goldfinch

28. Tufied Titmouse
9. Carolina Wren

57. House Sparrow (Ramah)

Field Trips vy tamien rooter

May 14 - Lake Martin Rookery (near Breaux Bridge, Louisiana): Meet m
Coffee Call (College Dirive at Interstate 10) at 6 am. Join Harriett Pooler to
sce different types of egrets and herons (maybe Roseate Spoonbills) nesting at
the Rookery, We'll tike a walk around the lake and book for birds such as
Indigo Buntings, Prothonotary Warblers, and Bluebirds, Bring bug spray and
shoes/boots for some walking. We'll break around noon and stop for lunch on
the way back o Baton Rouge, Call Harriett at 225.291.0077 for information.

June 14 - Whiskey Bay Road, Atchafalays Basin: Meet at Coffec Call at 6
am. Join Harriett Pooler to wall/drive down Whiskey Bay Road to look for
mesting birds. Species which might be seen include Yellow-breasted Chat,
Kentucky Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Swainson's Warbler, Painted
Bunting, and Swallow-tailed Kite. Bring water and a hat 'We'll break by noon
and stop for lunch on the way back o Baton Rouge. Call Harriett for info.

BRAS Directory
Officers
Presidend

Dorothy Prowell . . . . . . 9231070
Vice-President

Dan Hendricks ., . . T57-15093
Becretury

JoAnn Fryling - - . To6-3120
Treasurer

Fred Sheldon . . . . . . . T63-6113
Immediate Past President

Donna LaFleur . . . , RO2-4492
Committee Chairs
Conservation

Muark Skipper . . . . . | . 20 -0078
Education

Chrs Carlton . . . ., | , 344.9435
Field Trips / Activitics

Harriett Pooler . . . . . . 2910077
Legal

Doris Falkenheiner . . . . 343-8761
Membership

Elaine Kilgore . . . . . . . BAHT-3204
Mewslenler

Ron Bayless . | . ., | T457-1 TS
Publicity

Donma LaFlewr . . . . . . Bol-4442
Sanctuaries

Victoria M. Bayless . | | | 737-1764%
LAC Representatives

Doris Folkenheiner . ., |, 346-8T6l

Chardes Frylmg . . . . . . T66-3120

Donnn LaFlewr . . . . . . B92-4492
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A Bird Photographer’s Story

Arthur Morris (www birdsasart.com), one of our nation’s premaes bird photographers, will be in the Baton Rowge area Apn
4 - 7. On Friday, April 4 be will be giving o free presentation titled “A Bird Photographer's Story™. This presentation will
take ploce from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. ot the Wildlife and Fishenies Building (2000 OQuail Drive), The following day, Mr. Morris
will conduct & day long seminar titled “The A of Mature Photography - It An't Just Birds™ (cost: §75). On Sunday and
Monday (April & & 7), Mr. Mormis will lead a field workshop at Lake Martin near Breaux Bridge, Lowistana {the cost of
the workshop will be 5200 per person). To register or to abisin more information on these events, you can contact Arthur
at his web site (vewow birdsar com),
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BATON ROUGE AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIF FORM

: Membership Type Amiount 2003 Pwich? Total :
1 — Natwonal Audubon Society (new members only) —a0 —Yes — No I
1 — Baton Rouge Audubon Society (local chapter only) JRT . =Y —MNo — I
g — Continuing National Audubon Members “BRAS patch option R e NG —— I
; only™ (must be a paid member of Mational Audubon Society)
Ju Extra 20003 patches (for members only) J S [T, = Yea —— !
— Addstional Contribution - !
: GRAND TOTAL: & :
I Name: Phone: _L 1 ]
I Address: City: State: __ i
b Eomail Zip Code: _ Local Chapter Code: TXCHE Kot |
h------------------—----------------_J

Please send this form to (and make vour check out to): Baten Rewge Awdubon Society
F.0O. Box 82515

Buaton Rouge, LA TOEH4-2525
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